
March 27, 2001

Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin:

I am writing to express support for the United States iron ore industry and its position in
the Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to determine the national
security aspect of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

In Marquette County, the mining industry has not only a significant economic impact, but
also a significant impact on health care. As one of the area’s largest employers, the
domino effect of lost mining jobs will have a detrimental impact on the health care
industry.

There are other considerations which must be also addressed such as the dependence
on foreign steel, loss of a skilled workforce, impact on school systems and diminished
tax revenues.

As the Section 232 investigation proceeds, I strongly urge you to consider all factors.

Sincerely, --.
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Mr. Donald Evan, Secretary
US Department  of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue
Washington DC 20230

Dear Sir:

You must act now on the investigation of Sec. 232 requested  by
Congressman Stupak and Oberstar

KF our Iron Ore Mines Close devastation of the communities will follow.
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Mr. Brad Botwin,  Director
Strategic  Analysis Division
Bureau  of Export Administration
US Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington DC 20230

Dear Sir:

You must take action now on the investigation of Sec. 232.,  requested by
Congressman Stupak,  and Oberstar.

If our Iron Ore Mines Close down, substantial unemployment and
devastation of communities  will follow.

We need you support on this investigation.

I



To whom it may concern:

I am in tavor of an investigation to determine the effects of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel on
national security.

I am in favor of trade sanctions to protect the steel industry.

This dumping of imported steel at below cost has directly affected the State of Minnesota and,
specifically, the Iron Range, as well as the many steel companies who have been forced into bankruptcy.

We must do something soon to save our livelihood here in northern Minnesota.

Sincerely,

DeAnn Abate
2221 Fourth Avenue East
Hibbing MN 55746
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Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230 .

Mr. Botwin,

I am writing to express my support for the United States iron ore industry and its position in the
Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to determine the national security aspect of
imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

First and foremost, how can we as a nation ask the men and women of our armed forces to go to war
using weapons systems that will be reliant on foreign sources for the steel that goes into them? Not
all future conflicts will be over as swiftly as the Persian Gulf war. A prolonged engagement could find
the U.S. dependent on the Japanese, Russians, or Chinese for our steel needs. Our iron ore mines
and blast furnaces, once shut down, cannot be put back into production on short notice.

There are several other considerations that must be addressed. The iron ore mines of Michigan and
Minnesota are located in rural areas that rely heavily on the economic activity generated by the
mines. If the mines are forced to cease production the impact on our communities will be
devastating. Modern mining requires a skilled workforce that is well paid. There is no comparable
industry where these workers can find replacement jobs. The ripple effect of losing basic mining jobs
will travel throughout the local economy.

County, city, and township governments will be faced with providing services with a diminished tax
base to draw revenue from. When the miners and the workers who provide goods and services to the
mines leave, what happens to the housing market? What happens to our school systems? What will
fill the void left when the major economic player leaves the table? Our trade policies must take into
account their impact on hard working taxpayers and the institutions they support.

As the Section 232 investigation goes forward I urge you to consider these factors. America’s
defense infrastructure should rest on a solid foundation built with American iron and steel.

Respectfully submitted,

CR\&& Ott \Jchcxh
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Mr.. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis D&ion ”
Bureau of 5xporI  Admi&&a.Qon.
US. IJepartment  of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Mr. Botwin,
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the Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to detenmine the national security
aspect of imported ironore and semi-finished steel.
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Chinese for OUT steeLneeds. Cur iron ore mines and blast furnaces, once shut down,
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Michigan and Minnesota are located in rural areas that rely heavily on the economic
activity generated by the mines. If the mines are forced to cease producttiun the impact sn
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Respectfully submitted,
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March 27, 2001

Mr. Brad Botwin
Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Botwin:

I am writing to express support for the United States iron ore industry and its position in
the Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to determine the national
security aspect of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

In Marquette County, the mining industry has not only a significant economic impact, but
also a significant impact on health care. As one of the area’s largest employers, the
domino effect of lost mining jobs will have a detrimental impact on the health care
industry.

There are other considerations which must be also addressed such as the dependence
on foreign steel, loss of a skilled workforce, impact on school systems and diminished
tax revenues.

As the Section 232 investigation proceeds, I strongly urge you to consider all factors.

--

Wikim C. Tucker Jr.
580  W College Ave
Marquette,  MI  49855
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March 26,2QO1

Mr. Brad Botwin, Director
Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 3876
Washington DC 20230

Mr. Botwin:

1 am writing to express my support for the United States Iron Ore Industry and its
position in the Commerce Department’s Section 232 investigation to determine
the national security aspect of imported iron ore and semi-finished steel.

The critical question is can we as a nation ask the men and women of our armed
forces to defend our country using weapons systems that will rely on an
uninterrupted source of steel from outside our borders? Not all future conflicts
will be over as swiftly as the Persian Gulf War. A Prolonged engagement could
find the U.S. dependent on the Japanese, Russians or Chinese for our steel
needs. Domestic iron ore mines and blast furnaces, once shut down, cannot be
put back into production on short notice.

Numerous other considerations need to be addressed. The iron ore mines of
Michigan and Minnesota are located in rural areas that rely heavily on the
economic activity generated by the mines. If the mines are forced to cease
production, the impact on our communities will be devastating. Modern mining
requires a skilled workforce that is well paid. There is no comparable industry
where these workers can find replacement jobs. The ripple effect of losing basic
mining jobs will travel throughout the local economy.

County, city and township governments will be faced with providing services with
diminished tax revenues. When the miners and the workers who provide goods
and services to the mines leave, what happens to the housing market? What
happens to our school systems? What will fill the void left when the major
economic player leaves the table? Our trade policies must take into account
their impact on hard working taxpayers and the institutions they support.

As the Section 232 investigation goes forward I urge you to consider these
factors. America’s defense infrastructure should rest on a solid foundation built
with reliable supplies of vital raw materials such as American iron and steel.

Respectfully submitted,
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March.28,2001

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta
s@=-v
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
14* Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Mineta:

The State of Michigan has only two mines, the Empire and Tilden, that produce iron ore/taco&e,
which is the fundamental raw material needed to produce steel. During World War II and the
Korean conflict, the mines in Minnesota and Michigan provided 100 percent of the steel
industry’s iron ore requirements. They have also been the primary suppliers of iron ore&nconite
for the domestic steel industry for more than 100 years.

It is our understanding that imports of iron ore, which usually is subsidized in the country of
origin is being sold in our market at prices that violate our antidumping laws. Economically, *
this is impacting our local area in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, as well as our Nation’s
national security if these mines are closed. Any time mines are forced to close, the possible start
up and reopening virtually never happens. This would be devastating to our local economy but
will also impact our Country as a whole. Not only local jobs will be lost, but those jobs through
the transportation of our products via vessels on our Great Lakes.

Will our foreign nations provide sufficient quantities of iron ore and steel products in a national
emergency? Should the United States be self-sufficient in supplying its defense requirements?

We respectfully request a full investigation into imports of iron ore and steel slab into the United
States by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Export Administration, under Section
232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962.

Respectfully yours,
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April 2,200l

Brad Botwin, Director, Strategic Analysis Division
Bureau of Export Administration
U. S. Department of Commerce
Room 3876
Washington, DC 20230

RE: Section 232 Iron Ore and Semi Furnished Steel Study

Gentlemen:

We wish to support the stoppage of the dumping of steel in the United States by foreign
subsidized countries. It is imperative to the national defense and domestic economical welfare of
the United States. The wars of the world could not have ended without the domestic steel and
iron ore industry.

Our families economic wellness is based upon the operation of the mines in the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan. A slow down and possible shut down of the mines in this area will have a
devastating impact on our local economy and its families.

We trust you will support the steel and iron ore industry.

Very truly yours,
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